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SiR, 

TO what I have faid In the following 
Letters, which were firft publiihed 
feme Years ago in Hooker s Weekly 
Mifcellanyy and which you now advife me to 
reprint in the prefent Form, give me leave to 
premife by Way of Preface, that the chief and 
fundamental Article of the Chriftian Religion, 
upon which the Go^l Difpenlation is found- 
ed, 1)1%. God's fending his Son to take our 
Nature upon him in Order to redeem and 
fandify it by his Blood ; this Article, J fay, 
is deny'd by our modern Hereticksy as it was 
by fome in the primitive Church; for there 
were very early ia the Church, as well 
as at this Day, fuch as opposed it, and there- 
by put quite another Face upon Chriftianity. 
They did, and fome do now. Interpret away 
riiat moft glorious Manifeftation God ever 
made of himfelf to Mankind. They (hut their 
Eyes agalnflr thofe Myfteries, whjich are moft 
clearly and exprefly reveaTd to them in the 

A Gofpel, 
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Gofpel, and have rendcr'd the Churdi of 
Chrift little more than a School of Philoib- 
J)hy. ^ Nbr is H Matter of Wonder, that they 
do fo, if we confider, that Arians and Soci-- 
niansy inftead of allowing the Scripture to be 
the Rule to form their Opinions by, have 
made their Opinions the Rule of interpreting 
Scripture, ahd that in Dodkrines of the great- 
fcft Weight aiid Importance, even in Matters 
of Faith, and on which their eternal Salva- 
tion depends. And indeed this we muft ex*- 
pea.; for St. f^l telk us, that Herefies fliall 
be, and we may fuppofe that God permits 
them, that the Churth may be ftill in a State 
militant here upon Earth, But it is pur Duty 
to oppoie and confute them. And our Ariam 
tad Smnms fliould confider; that if Chriji 
be a. Crtaturt, how can God command all 
Chriftians to worftap and adore him ? as it is 
plain from Scripture h© did, and the very An- 
gels top. So thiat if Cbrifi be God, then thefc 
Heretfcisv^ to pay him Homage due to his 
Divinity. God can no more'ftrip himfelf of 
hi$ Sover^^ty, than of Jbis Being. He can 
^$ foon K^e a m«« Creature to his Thron^t 
as make over Co an« his peculiar Tifk to A«» 
dorationt aftd Worfljip. God, we are told by 
the Prophet ^^iaif^ Chap. 42. 8, Caid, / am 

the 
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the Lordj that if my Namei and my Ghry will 
r-not give to another ^ as if he had feid, Mjr 
Name is Jehavahj which denotes me to be 
the only trtte God : And I wiH affeit my Ho- 
nour and not fufFer falfc Gods or Creatures to 
ufurp that Hcmour or Glory, whidi is due tG 
myfelf alone ; for ib the Hebrew Word Cabod 
and Ao^* in the Septuagint do properly fignify. 
Now it is certajb, that our Saviour hknfelf 
Idid the "^ewsy John 5.25. that all Menjhculd 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Fa-^ 
ther: and, that He that. honour eth not the Son, 
honour eth not the Father, which bathfent him. 
80 that our Saviour muft be the Jehovah, the 
Lord, equd to bis Father as touching his God^ 
head. Befides we are alTured, that the A- 
ipoffles worfhipped him at his Aiccnfion, Luke 
±4. 52. As did alfo St. Stephen at his Death, 
and St. Pai^ at his Converfion. If therefore 
Cbrijl was not God as well as Man, they wer6 
gmky of Idolatry. And what can clafh more 
dire<ftly with all Laws natural and divine, than 
Idolatry does ? If this fpiritual: Adultery be in- 
fiocent, what can be criminal ? and if God 
can command fo ^crilegious an A(flion, what 
can he forbid ? In fliort, God commanded all 
d^ Angels to worfhip Chrifi, HeB. i. 6. He 
therefore muft be God, as wcH as Man, as I 

A 2 faid 
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faid before : Equal to the Father as touebing 
his Godhead, though inferior to the Father as 
touching his Manhood. The Jews flattered 
themfelves with a Mejiah, who fliould make 
his Entrance aniong them in worldly Pomp 
and Magnificence, loaden with Spoils and 
moft famojxs for his Conquefts, making them 
thereby the Lord^s of the whole Earth. Now 
we aiTert that our Jefus was a moft ^.vidtoriops 
Mejjiaby not fuch indeed as they expedteci j 
but wherein he differed, his Atchievements 
and Glories were fingular and more confpi- 
cuous ; He cured all manner of Difcafes, 
raifed the Dead, and triumphed over Devils. 
And never was there fuch a Defeat given, ne- 
ver thought of before, as when Death ^ was 
overcome by dying, difarm'd by him, that 
feem'd its Prey and Prifoner, and when. all the 
Powers of Hell were fhaken and fubdued by 
their own, as they thought, profperous Stra- 
tagems. So that we may juftly affirm that his 
divine Nature wrought the Miracles, and his 
human fuifer'd the Affli<ftions, and that 
though the Temple of his Body feem'd to be 
deftroy'd by Death ; yet himfelf by his Divi- 
nity did on the third Day raife it up again for 
our Juftification. The Body, it is true, fell, 
wd the human Soul was feparatcd from it, but 

his 
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li^Sj^vine and human Natures ftill continuing 
united, his Godhead reftorcd the one to the 
otlvr; fo that what he declared to the J ^ws, 
iamioft true, that he himfelf would raife it up 
agaiii ; and that Jbe bad Ptnv^f to lay down bis 
Zfifif and bad Power to take it again. John 
10. i8. 

Another Argument for our Saviour's Divi- 
nity may be taken from what he condeicend- 
ed to do in Order to convince St. Ttbomas of 
the Truth and Reality of his Refurredtion* 
He repeated the very Words, which he had 
faid to his Brethren, which was a Proof of 
his Omniprefence and Omnifciencc, and he 
gave him fuch fenfible Evidence of the Rcali* 
ty of his Body, as convinced arid made him 
acknowledge, that a Perfbn able thus to know 
his Words and Thoughts and raife himfelf 
frojm the dead, muft needs be his very Matter 
Jefusy and his v^xy Lord and God. The A- 
poftle,now fully convinced, admires and adores 
him, as the almighty and everlafting God. 
And indeed the Original here,, as it is ob- 
ferved by fome learned Men, is in Terms fo 
jftriar and with fuch an Addition of the Greek 
Article, as fome Hereficks even confefs to be 
A Charadi:er of the Word God being taken in 

its 
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its proper and natural Senfe, and intended 6f 
the only true God. 

As to a farther Proof of our Saviours Di- 
vinity, need I mention, that there are in die 
Pentateuch exprefs Prophecies concerning 
him^. which were punftually and Ktcratly fol- 
fiUed ? Let any one read Deut. i8. 15, 16, 17; 
18,19. and deny this, if he can. Here is a 
Prophecy delivered 140a Years before the E- 
Vent 4ind Kterally fuM31ed, as appears in thd 
Gofpel. If any Perfon woidd fee or be fuHy 
a^^aihtcd with the Proofs tiaken from the 
old Teftamcnt of the Nature and Dignity of 
our blefied Saviour Jefitx Chrift and of the 
Holy Spirit; I cannot do any Thing better 
than to recommend to Mm: a ferious Perufal 
of the eight Sermons preached at the Ledturc 
founded by the honoured Lady Mayer y by Ai 
Very learned and worthy^ ydms-Knigbty t)*!^* 
Vkar of St. SeputeJbre'^B London, whom I had 
the Honour to be acquainted with at Oxford, 
when he was Fellow c£ St John BaptiJFi 
Cdlege there. On this Ocei^on aMb I take 
the liberty of recoiximeftdii^ an ^curate and 
excdQent Performance of the Reverend Dr. 
"Randolphy the p^nt worthy Prejident <tf 
C. C. C. in Attiwer to the late Kfliop of 
C loggers Eflay on Spirit. And if any Perfon 

is 
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i$ ^efiroiis 'to have a lull and perfed Kaow« 
ledge of the Nature of Chsiitma Faith^ let 
him read the Sermons preached at the Lady 
Msyer's X>ed:ure by my old intimate Friend 
Dr. Felton Principal oi Edmund HalJ. He will 
there find the Chriftian Faith clearly and fi4-» 
ly explained smd aiTerted againfl: Deifis, Ariam 
and Socinians ; the Divinity of the Son and 
Holy Ghoft fully and clearly proved, a$ alfo 
the Unity of the Godhead, as exprei^d in 
the Atbmqfi(m Creed : And he very julUy 
ohferves, Pifg-^ 429. that in this Controvenfy we 
cannot depart from this Creed without going 
into the Arian or Sociman Creeds 4^ here 
give me Leave to ohferve, that indaiis Creed^ 
^ exprefied in our Liturgy, there is not oa« 
Sentence that, cannot be proved frqm ^crip-i^ 
ture{ ^ ^Vfin the damnatory Sentence^, z$ 
ihey are ufttally called^ aiay clearly and moil 
expreily be proved from it. What in this 
Reiped can be more clearly exprefled, thaQ 
in the Words of St. Mark 16. 16. He tbatie- 
Hevith fiBd it baptized Jhall be Javedi but, he 
that believetb not fi^ll ie damned^ or con* 
demned, i. t* In ^ Day of Judgment ; &r 
^e Greek Verby here iAfe4 by the Ev^nge- 
lift, is ufed in civii G(m:H% and impKes ^rfi^ 
the pronouncing of Sentence opop a Miders 

faftor. 
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faftor by a Judge : and {o k is ufed fey our Sa- 
viour himfelf in St. Johri% Gofpel, C3iap. 8. 
16. Again, fecondly, this Greek Verb kam- 
k^ivco, fignifies a pronouncing of SirtnerS guilty^ 
and adjudging them to Punifliment upon Con- 
viction of a Fault, as St. Paul feems to inti- 
mate in Rom. 8. 34. And here by St, Mark it 
is ufed in Oppofition to the^ Greek Verb, 
which fignifies to be faved. And v^rhat we ire 
here told by St. Mark our bleffed Saviour faid 
to his Difciples, may be farther confirmed by 
what he faid in Jobn 3. 17, 18. For though 
the fimple Verb Kftvea is here ufed by St. Joinr, 
yet it is often in Scripture taken in the worfl 
Senfe for the compound Verb x^Tzwcpw, which 
properly fignifies to condemn ; as in Rom. 
14, 3. and 2 7'Ae^. ii. 12. where the ApofHc's 
Words are very remarkable, and ought by e- 
very Chriflian to be remembered. TAaf allf 
fays he, may be damrid who believed not the 
Truths but had Pleafure in Unrighteoufnefs. 
To what has been faid upon this Point; I 
need only add what is faid in the lafl Verfe 
of this third Chapter of St. Johris Gofpel. 
He that believeth on the Son bath everlajiing 
Life ; and he that believeth not the Son, jhall 
not fee Life, but the Wrath of God abideth on 
him. What I have now faid or produced, fiif- 

ficiently, 
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£cientlyf t think, prove the Truth of what is 
ijHcrted in thid Creed with Regard to our Be- 
Kef of the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in 
Unity, arid that it is ftill to be worfhipped by 
us. This is the Catholick or true Chriffian 
Faith, which it is neceffary that we ihould 
conftantly hold. And here I may obferve, that 
z mighty Strefs is laid upon this Faith 
throughout the New Teftament, as procuring 
good Acceptance of, and great Rewards for 
all thofe virtuous Actions, which flow from a 
Principle fo agreable to the Duty we owe to 
Our blefled Saviour for his revealing fuch 
Truths, and enjoyning and moft clearly ex- 
|)laining fuch Daties, as we owe to God, our 
Neighbours, and ourfelves. This will fit us 
for Heaven and everlafting Happinefs, by 
bringing every Thought in Obedience to the 
divipe Majefly, whom we fervc, and removing 
aU Doubts concerning thofe myftcrious Truths, 
which CArifi, who cannot deceive us, hath fo 
plainly revealed to us. Our Saviour's Divi- 
nity and that of the holy Ghoflr, are fo ex- 
prefly mentioned in Scripture, that it is Mat- 
ter of Wonder, that there fliould be an Arian 
or Socinian in any Chriilian Nation. I have 
laid fo much in my two Letters, upon thefe two 

Articles of our Chriftian Faith, which every 
- - ' B Clergy- 
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^krg3fp»^i of the Churci^ of Btt^an^ ^otJi 
(iibfcrihe ;to and profcfs. fo. belicvi ; :th^^ \{ 
|r\ay be ^oi^ht aeedle^ to add ^j,^ th^ 
iporc. But f c^iyiQt l^elp adding tp^what/^ 
^ave fai^> what St. P^ci^ ^ fijg^ft^d toys 
Id his tenth and twelfth .Chajp^ers of Jii§ firi^lf 
Epiftle to the Carmtbiani. In thp tf nth Chao- 
^cr he plaipl)5 afctibf s to o^r ^a^iour »jI^| ^a§ 
4qae by Jebotiab in the old Teft^paent^ an.^ 
^y. Confcquence he ^ives hjnv the Tide of the 
yi9ominuntca\>le Name, of th? fupr^iud Gg^ 
J^bovab. , Here where \ give the^ NiaHJe o^ 
Jebovab to ouf Saviour, let me obferve, t]^^ 
thft Name fete put God!s Etemity, for i(t i;aap 
piii5S all Times, paft, prefent,^ aijd tp. come; 
Xhe three Syllables in tl^ Word J^bov^ 
^tain the Notes of aU TfOiiBS. The firft Je^ 
fig^ifies die Time to come; thj^ fecond £^ 
die Time pcefent ; and the. third Vak. th<^ 
Time paft. Thus diis. Tid/c giv^4> to (7^V^^ 
pur bleffed Si^viour, ** which is, and^ wkwk 
**','Wffs, and wMcb is to copte»' is. an. expi^ lub 
terprel^don of Jtbovahk S^e. l^ex. i. 4«. 8. 1 1; 
17. ^d 16. 5. , 

The, Apoftle exprefly fi^ i Qtr. 1.0, i^'. X^ 
t(/. mt temj^ Q^^ifif ^'-fi^^. 9f^bpn ayb tej^tr^ 
id:<nn^^'uoerje^Mfirx»ied ofSerfjints* Now .ytoi 
Cfvq^ confults die Texts there te^rred tq i|}^ 

- the 
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ffii. Margin, viz.'kxoi: 17. i; 7; HiinAi lii 
"^y ^.' Pfdl 78. 56; ahd 95. 9. will find thajk 
'^ikjfaikht fifery Sir^irits aihong^ the i*ebple; 
ahd 4lftjfKt die "People, and much People of 
IftaH'died^ So Ifiat as St.' ParK/-repr6fehts'iti 
flie Argument ihdy befraniedthus.- He that 
T^&'tfeffipied m-thcWflcfcrnefs is yt6ovai!>i 
Up'MJhi Bnt-ebrifih He; that Was tefcplt^ 
mj 1« tht^ Wildcmefs, fays St. Ptiut herei 
thi^itpthObriJi i» ^^iSova^r-knd by Confei- 
^a^fijft frtte G6d* I &ink I have- now, with 
tWiai is hint6d ih iny ofiier Letters', faid enough 
to prov^btir SavidbPi Dififtfty. I (hall only 
Brfc^y add a j^rbof or two of the JPerfohaliiy 
arid Divinity of the ffofy Gboft. I own A^ 
"by tlS^ Hoty Spirit is ibmetimes meant fbcftfe 
■^}h6 6ift 01^ Ghfce-; but ffieriftxthetihie^ k 
*%niiies no left ffian a Perfott, who irnxwec^ 
frbrh, and is fenf by the Father aaid th6 Soir; 
& fdix may fin^iriSt; ydiftA's Oo^I, GhafT- 
"tSrs^ 14* i^^' NbV it is moft certfain, that the 
Pei^ns fehdiric;, muft be diftmA fi-6fti ti9b 
Piiribn fdnt. He i?alf6 thfcfe called Comfort ei-y 
:wMch is rf Pf6of of his Perfi)haifty, for .cb 
cornfbrt is a perfohiiJ. AAion. . And Our Saf- 
>iidui? Msr his Difelpl'es, taSii lahiH they dre 
Sfdit^ht " uhti ' Md^lfi^qtei 'iind ' Tmibers; , they 
-fittdd- tdie no fboie^htf M ^r' >(S$hat' tbiy 
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^Otuld anfwer^ or what they jhuU fay^:- fim 
thi^ Holy Gboji pould teach them in the famf 
Hour what they ought to fay. Luke iz.ii^ii. 
This is another plain Proof of both his Divi-- 
nity and Pcrfondity. For tnoft furcly a Com* 
fofter^ a Teacher> and a Remembrancer, as he 
is called, in the Places above mentioned^ 
muft be a Perfon. But J will add no more at 
preient, than what St, Paid has &ki iix the 
1 2th Chapter of his firfl: Epiftle to the Corinr 
ihiansr as I hinted before^ There the; Apoftl^ 
^[peaking of the Manifeftation of the spirit ^ in* 
forms us; that to one is ghren by ^^ Spirit 
the Word of JVifdami to mother the Word (f 
J&nowledge by the fame Spirit ; to another the 
Gift (f Healing by the fame Spirit i to mother 
Faith by the fame, spirit.: ia amther Working . 
^f Miracles I to another Prophecy i to another 
Difcerning of Spirits ; to /inotJfer diverfe Kinds 
of Hongues \ to another Interpretation ^f 
Xonguef. Andfeaog in the 6th Verfe the A^ 
poftle 4cclares, that"// is the fame God^ niohicb 
^vorketh all in all\ aod i^ Verfe the jith> 
^at (ill worketh that one (tnd thefelf-fame Spi^ 
rit, dividing to every Manfeverally as He will. 
\X muft therefore ijcceflarily follow, that this 
one aiid felfi-fame Spirit ^ who is here aifirmed 
tg be m e<3[u4 Co-Wor|^er with.Qod^ muft 

be 
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he alfa the one and the fell^iame Giods wa3^ 
we will make two cUilindl Gods. I may herf 
add what St. Paul &ys in the zd Ch^er of 
this Epiitie: He applying to the Chiiftiaii 
Dij^nfation^ in the ninth Vcdc, that Pafiage 
Q^JJkiabf Eye both not Jem^ nor Ear beard^ 
neitber have enter d into the Heart of Man tbf 
Tbings, wbkb Cod batb prepared for tbm^ 
that hve him y in the next Verfe afferts, tbat 
€rod hatb reveakd tb em unto us by bis Spirits 
And he gives 41s ^e Reafon of this his Afierf- 
tion; for the Spirit^ (a^ys h^ Jiarcbetb all 
S'bmgSp yea, the deep Tbwgs of God. And h« 
farther intimates^ that none but the jSpir^ 
.was fufficient for this Purpoiej ai>d thercdSar^ 
all Knowiodge of fuch Things mv^ neosilpr 
.rily be derived from him alone ; and here^i 
Jies the Force of what he fays in the deventh 
JVerie, frb4t Man^knowetb tbe I'bings tf'^ 
Man^Jave tbe Spirit of Man, wbicb is in bm f 
Even fo tbe Tbings ofQodHkowetb no Man;, 
but tbe Spirit of God^ This in my OpinioQ 
proveth^ th»t the |Io]y3pirit is Gpdj infinite 
and onmiicient ; for no Creature^ how excels 
lent foever he be, being finite, can of itjfelf 
'fearch or know the deep Things of God. 
And from hence,! think, it plainly appears thett 
the Holy Ghoft partakes of the fame divine 
^.; . . Eflence^ 
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ftfece, thtditl 6t Subftance With' ih6 Fa* 
ther and the Soh, ind that hfe ii a diftlnit t'fii-^ 
fdii-ftdm theiif b6th; fo that wfe are to he^ 
licve stnd worfhip iti Uiiity in Trinity, aftd 
Trinity in Unity, as is fevealtd in Scriptirfe, 
ih6u|h it 14 a Mykety and abbvft our C6iii- 
^henfiott. I win conclude iti the Words oF 
*tir moit excellent and orthodox Church; fay* 
tngi It is me6t and right, dnd Our bouiiHcA 
Duty, fhat we ihould at dl /Tiflies, itnd iii ^ 
fHaces, givft Thirik§ linto i'hefe, O Ldrd,- M^ 
'rtight^, eVAriiaang dod. 'Vl^hd art ohe Gdi, 
tSfhe Lord; ftdt one onfy Ferfon, hu! thrdc 
1*iitrionnn one SiihftinCe. For fhat which wib 
%^cv<e! of* the Glory of the Fafher, the fertie 
Ve beBere of the Son and of the Holy Ghoif, 
nivii^tioik afty Difffe-ence oi- Inequality* Th(tf ^ 
4tyri with Arigek and ArehahgdU, iad with a6 
%he Company of Heaven^ wie lattd and mag- 
ftify diy glofioufr Nanie, evermore praffifing 
■thee, and feying, iloty, Hcrfy, Kfoly, Lord 
Cod o^ Hbfttf i Heaven and Earth ar^ full of 
^y ©lory. Glory be to theci O Lord m6ft 
•Sigh. Ameft. 

Itajego crtdor laudoM eqlo fan^am.Trinita? 



Thomas Troughear Vedenfis, 
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wait uj?<>n. you* w^ ofscideim^ fdl 

Q:eed, ^i^is co^ji^qiplycujitdv Tbe,li)^ri»«t 
^whkb,as.pj;afeffij4invSfeeClM»cb ^SJf^^mub, 

gr<jjat Cpn^ei??, nhgt ifa. ;|^ .fei?i? c^ ii|$L D^joh 
tfin^ ^artku^cty tUe ^(juaUtjr «f tftft Sim 
isrith t^e FsMifeef, as 4;Mivei»4 W> it* flaspiild.bo 
fQ. fai|cli of Iate.;objeded aj^n^. I j|k>|^ a 
^^^ deal then ii^ Defence, of botli^ tbe Ci^Pq4 
^ goajfraJ, an4 i^at g^cflfeir Po^j^. em-i 
^jy^i9,it^ bul^I cqql4 iiQit fa^r f(:en»«)6h* .a;^ 
^eJmpprtJipc^oltlis $«l)je^ feq«irqd : AjBii 
tJbuHeforeJt l?av«- gjyeijif yqu^, §m tfec Trwibte 
Qf^is Le^tf^^asjj Wfiotr^F^ct* toyoukc 
^qugb M«y imfieffft<^y», wl^.isjj^ bft&id ifl> 
Vj^ca^pn of b9Ji)i» whi(^». I h$q)«, wiU ouir^ 
tl^l)tt|;p^ a, Uttlpy bollb to^^e^ ^. EllabH^- 
^^t of tbs X^iiylb. ai^ t^ Confionatibn: o£ 

3S9Uf.ji^^ Saiife^, 

.,.• And, 
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And^ Sir, in Rdpedl of tte Creeds though 
the great Learning and Judgment of Dr. fFa^ 
t^^md ynJi not permit me to afiert^ that it 
was^ as we now have it, drawn up by jiti^a^' 
nqfius himfelf s yet give me leave to obfcrve, 
that it is in its prefent Form very antient. 
Gregory Nazianzeriy who died about twenty 
Yeats after Atbanq/ius^ mentions in his Oa-^ 
tion in praife ^ Atbanajiusj Oat. 2r. a Con- 
idSxon of Faith, which Atbanajms prefented 
to the Emperor, and calls it a royal (^ifu re^^ 
mved with great Feneration^ both in tbe Ei^ 
Sttd Weft. If this Creed is not that vefy Gift, 
it is allowed to be compoied frcrni it, or made 
agreeable to it. Biihop Sparrow lays of it, 
that it batb been received with great Fenera-^ 
tion, as a Trea/ufe of an ineftimaile Price ^ 

both by tbe Greek and LatinjCburcbes. ' 

I look upon it. Sir, as one of the beft Gutf ds 
Vre have of the Catholick Faith, as always 
pro^sfled in the .Catholick Church : And 
therefore if I (hewed any Warmth in my De- 
fence c^ it, I hope^ it is excu&ble, not only 
on account. of the great Opinion I entertain of 
it^my felf, . but alfo of the great Authority and 
Credit, it hath ever had among all the Ortho^ 
dox Chriftians, iince it was fir A publifhed to 
the World : For you will, allow me. Sir, to 
. ^ fay* 
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6i,y; Uiat tiie MeifiUed of our Zeal, are, or 
ought to be, piojpoMkmed to thd Worth and 
^iffcellmra of tfae'Ob^eai of it, and.^e to be 
r^^tlttii by otii. Opiffibiis or Jtdgmtnu 6( 
tSmrfimpotmict. They are- not my Semi* 
meiktit onif, but^f fome very gc^ and learn- 
ed Meh, that Aey who ftrll&e^ k^ ftrtfce at 
the Eibbii£biiieht, not fo much <>f the Church 
of En^lsnd^ as Of ^ Church of Chrj/t a* 
iijongil: us, and would have nothifegof Oirifli- 
anitjr at all in thie Nation, biit every one left 
to do that tvMcb <ir right in his &wn Eyes' onfy. 
I know \¥hzt great Rcfpedl and Deference is 
due, wkloH^t to* be paid to aB the Peribns 
Aen prdent; buteJ^ecialfy toyou, Sir, who 
on aocmint of 3^eur great natural and acquired 
fifldon^ments, your good Senfe and Learning, 
iaaltf pftirtfcuhi^ Finroors to nne, have more than 
a kteu We Title- to all imaginable Re^edt from 
teei ^ arid if f was defirient in paying it, fore 1 
ttiHi Tiiid not intend to be fi>. I inuft owtfi 
f am one of thofe Clergymen, who have fufa* 
ftrtbed to the Truths contained in it more 
#ian once, as idl Graduates in the Univerfi- 
^fed^aad all Clergymen upon their Inftitution* 
liito thdfr Bbttcfiecsr muft do ; and give me 
teave toadd, ds all diffenting Minifters muft 

aHb* do, notwithfbmding they and their Peo- 
.: .' C pie 
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pie talk fo much about Creeds and Cr^ecFt 
makers^ as I myfclf know fome of then^.to 
do. And I verily ^bisk^ that if I am reallj 
periuaded, I have fi4>fcribtd.toaoy UjtfrkHh^i^ 
I oug^t to make a publick Recantatiotiv 2te4 
throw up li^ Living in TefUnoHy of my Sin? 
ccFity/ I havie Itvnt &<m J^ 13. 7* thjit ivf 
^re not to J^eak wkkedfy for God, nor ttftali 
deceitfulfy for Aim. And tiherefore I cannot but 
highly blame fuch Minifters, ofwhat.Dc^Pr 
minatioii fi)ever they be, as. do go or have 
gone from Houie tp Hou&t as J have been 
informed, and you. Sir, ieem'd to acknow^ 
ledge, ibme have done, and iecittly prop2^;ate 
Notions contrary to this Creed, or labour to 
k^n its Authority and Influence, feeing ^1^ 
muft have fubfcribed to it, as wdl as myietf* 
Give me leave, good Sir, to afliire you, that 
there is no Proportion in it, but what may be 
proved, either from expreis Words in Holy 
Scripture^ or by nfeceflary Inferences from 
them* It was drawn up, tf not by Atbamifius^ 
hiniielf, very early according to his and the 
Antenkene FathersVConfeiiion of Faith, in 
Oppofition to die Opinions and vain Sophiftiy 
lof fuch Hereticks, as denied fome Articles of 
the Chriftian Faith, and yet would fubicribt 
to the Creeps or Conieflions then in Uie,. bv 
: ; Eqm- 
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Equivocations and Ev^didns taking dima in i 
different Senfe from what the Catholicks took 
them in. 

^ And therefore, as I faid before^ this is the 
beft Guard or Fence we have of the ChriiKaa 
Faiths as it was believed and profefled in the 
primitive Church.: And hence it is^ that our 
modem Ariuhs and Sodnians & much decry 
this Creeds and iabciir: to throw it out of our 
publick ConfeffioQS.c^ Faith : becaufe if this 
was once laid afide» they could iubfccibe to 
the oth^, and hdd their Preferments with a 
great deal of Eaie and Heafure/ and imder- 
miiieChriftianity and the Church, at the fasiM 
Tinie they oijoy dibfe Privileges* and Advan?^^ 
tagesy which the Stafte has been pleafed to ap-«* 
point for the Support of bodi amongftus. But 
where then is their Integrity ! 
: This was. Sir, compofed chiefly to hinder 
the ill Effeds, and oppoie the EvaiSons of the 
Arian^ Sabeffianf Macedonian ^ and Apdlinarian 
Hereiies: and therelbi^ it chiefly regards the 
Dodfcrines of the Trinity and die Jbcamatida 
of our Uefled Savioun It would take up toot 
much Time, and. I £hould trefpafs too mucii 
upon your Patience^ if I ihould run througk 
every Propofition in it, and ihew what He^ 
zefy it was defigned to obviate : At preient I 

C 2 fhaU 
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dafl confinc'ttrffclf to th« Equality ^jf lit :S©a 
uritb the Father, which wfts Ac chief Sirf^eft 
(tf our late Difcourfe, being ready to giw what 
^iisfAddon I -Mri "td yoti, ^r, or to any other 
Petfbn in Refpeia of any odbet* Dodrint.con-*^ 
tain'din ih . , : "■> ' - ■. ,:•/ 

But before I «nter ^ijmd the ^re& Proof of 
1^ Equality of the Son'i ^bitk the Fathovcu 
touching his Godhead : Jn ok-der to frtbfc&ro 
yoii in a. cleaner Light tbe fixocfimc^r of this 
Creeds I ioaiuft' begin ac tbt^thiM Verir of it^ 
where it ie decl^rdl, what^tfaifChifaolkk' faith 
ii, «*», that:W^ wdr(h^?f)i3ie God ifa Trimly^ 
wd Trinity id Unity. Thit wr Clteiii3k Tid» 
in many Haces. of our stddidriiUe Iitdtgy» in 
Confiirmity. Isp ftrimitive Jbiitiqtuty* .She does 
it in her Dosotegibs^ : Hyttifi3> Creeds^ ;in:j^ 
imaller Litany, a9 well is.in the Begimuhg 
and iHe End of hbr largeri in fomc of thbfc 
We cdefarate the PraifQfi o^ in others profeft 
our &3ief in> or invocata 4hr Holy Tri»ity» 
bdftdes what is fald in dbe Oontlufion' of maiiy 
lif'oar Colleas. Our fmSner Litany, JUrilf 
bai)e M^^ -^^ ^9 &^ '^w^ antiten^Iy ufed 
}kAiint\^ka^m mi W^rn CSiurthesj 
lamng'beeii oraer'd %^y-a& did QuinoUrto bo 
fifbd evdy Day in the pdblick Service; ^;But 
if)x%X % ^otiM chitNSv liert «b%v{v ia^^at fhQ 

i . ^ '* ^ cw* * 
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%rifa^m x>T Thriee-Holy^ exprci&vs 'of thid 
Tnmty.iii Uniitjt was taken hf .Chnftiaii& df 
tbe firft Ages of die Ghutc& into thokOffim 
for die Holy Stcraintixt^ aqd is, of divine Qri«< 
ginal, fceiag taken from If atab't. 54 and j^£& 
4. 8/ for as the Thrict^oly is expreillve^ 
a Trinity of Pedbfik. ib is liorJ God $f Hofli 
o£%thd Unifyi0f{ tkcat NattiteL . to tonfbrakabld 
is x>w^ exciUentXhurth t<ft tibe Praft^ce of ths 
PrimidveJ $6 wcfl has fbe.^Qi#ded:dieI>iDCM 
trine of the dycFrbkfled Trinitjr^ and fenced 
it on jftvery Side ! r And To ilreft or widcodilfd 
fiick of cM Diflctoter^ as. re^ piifalicb Koima 
of Pfayer as.ftwdi/r&wng they:: were, llwa^ ia 
nft^ and Ute Uie^ heft P^eftrwtjves of. the Dpc^: 
trines.of;tii^Qhiyx:hi abdconftipiendy of tlMi 

Gofpdl! : :'■': ''I •. . ,,. ., •, . ; . ''^ ,-:j 

. IFke fourth and fifth Yeriea of ^aOccA 
isrecleyd'd agauift the SaMliabx and Jtriami 
nathsr cor^tmimg tbetifmFgrfMs:\ii tfait 
Ub9% of €Hie Godj, afl the SubeUmns cowSox^^ridr* 
id)ihfc ^bn jand the Hofy Ghoft with the;Fa-> 
ther». makings the three Petfons but one Pei^ 
Ikski I^ dhii&ag tie Sabjiance^ by making4> 
Rumy differeni Sidbflances.t)r Natarea, as there 
aa dijKeceot.Pei&nfi^aa &e:^m«xdid.. In 
Opfofition to the fbatnei^ we profe&.inrthe 
§tth Yerfe t^bdiwc^ ^^^ tiar^ U m ferji^n 
\ • qf 
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^tht Father^ another of the Son,' and another 
$ftbe Holy Gbofi: and that this Diftindton is' 
Bot nominal only but real, will afterwards ap- 
pear in the 21, 22, and 23 Veries. But theiii 
in x^pc^tion to the latter, viz. the Arians, 
'ifraalib profeis to believer as is exprefledin 
the 6di Verfe, &at die Godhead or i divine 
Subftance of the Father, Son ahd HolyGfaoft 
is'dl one, both in Kind and Number, by aa 
un^eakable Union; for die divine Natutti 
ORinot be multiply'd nor divtdisd; ' And fo the 
Gloiry of each Perlbn is equal' to the Olory of 
dther of the bther two, and" the Majcfty of 
tit die Three is co^etenial, L e. having no 
Beginning, and will have no £nd$ for the 
Nature being one and die fame undivided in 
all, the Glory and Majefty muft be (6 too« 
And hence it is^ that dl the efiendal Attri- 
butes of the Divine Nature are common to alf 
die Three Perfons, as it follows in Verfe the 
ythi and it may very cafily be proved from 
Scripture; that the Son and the Holy Ghdft 
iie equally widi the Father Eternal, and e- 
quyUy infinite in Power, Dominion, Wifdom> 
^nd Knowledge; G^f. Inftances of thefe effen- 
tial Attributes are given in. the 8th, 9th, lodi, 
J3th, 15th, and,i7rii Verfes, which belong to 
ftH the three di^dl:. Feribns : : And yet theii 

Unity 
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tJfitSty. ot NofkHlildiion is fiifficieii^ gouiei 
by the iith; I2ih, i4tb> i6th» and i8th 
rV<er^t ^hich is aUb evident, from Deut. 6. 4. 
Mark 12. 29. I Coritttb. 8. 4. : and many mc»re 
T^xts^ wlHch.it wotdd be as unneceflSuy, as 
tedious to mention here. And though we are 
taught in Scripture to acknowledge every Per-* 
Jon diiUndly land by bimfeff' to be God and 
Lord: jti are we forbidden by the £ime Scrip- 
ture tofiPf^ tkere be three Gods or three Lords^ 
Yerfes ipth^ 2otb. But ftill though this Unity 
of the Divine Nature is thus clear and mani« 
feft, and the three Perfons have the fame 
common eflcntial Attributes ; yet have they 
e^^ecial Properties, by • which they are really 
diftinguifh'd from one another. One PedoA 
is not another^ and they are not one Perfon 
but three Perfons, being diftinguifli'd by their 
peribmd. Properties, as exprefied in the aift^ 
22d, and 23d Verfes. I'be Father is made rf 
nonei neither created nor begotten i the Son [is 
not made nor created, but begotten of the Fa^ 
ther alone from all Eternity, and not in Time 
as the Arians maintained ; for the Father waa 
always Father, and the Son always Scm, and 
did not become either of them (o^ in any 
Time, with reijpedt to each other, as in A&//*^ 

3* ^7* y^^ ^* ^» ^* H*^^* ^^^ in many more 

Places: 
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^tacMr tod ihiemfore hf diiaperfona} I^o^ 
{krty the S(m is res^Ij and irulj diftiisguifh^d 
ffQm.tiieFatiier^.whais of none. Aild the 
Hoiiijr QhaStit^nqt of the £)alher alone/ btit 
ffOQI both Father end Son; 4uul therefore k 
diftind from* both; bat how he proceeded 
from thfim» or how the Bon is^l^c^tsn of. the 
Fethcr^. you &e^ Sir, i$ not he(e ^plained,, 
bttt i& a M]rftdy and inexplicable^ Tl|e Craed 
||oe« no iiuther Akn the Seciptwe, eiid aflierts 
iftiiij that dufe Things are &, without pvo- 
tcndiog to ihew the Mamer^ how they aae 
&$ and it is. owing to Mens' Ignorance or 
W.tlfulnefs> .when it is accu&d of pretending 
to esvphin Myfteries or wjiat is inexplicable. 
B»t ttow that .the Holy Ghoft doth proceed 
fJEom both the Father and the $on> is evkbi^ 
becaufe he ia ^ Spirit of the Son as.weU as 
pf &e Father^ and was ient by the one m$ 
well aa by die other/ Join 14. a^» and id. 7; 
t4k JBiam. 8» 9. GWL 4* 6. PbiL 1. 19. i.Pet. 
j/iic So that there ia a Trinity of (or &ree) 
Parens in the Unity of the Godhead. And 
leoing there is a Di^rence of Order, a Firft^ 
a Second and a Third Per^» vnbegott^ or 
W|orig^n9te> begotten and .pmcsediiig^ in the 
Holy Trinity; we may allow Subordinatkav 
Wr this Refpedt, which. makes that Te^t of 

St. John 
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St. Jiibn 14. 28. plain, where he fitys, Afy 
Father is greater than /, if it fhould be fup- 
pofed to be taken in IWQ)edt of bis Divite 
and net his Human Nature only ; for acccHxi- 
ing to the Chnftiah Oeconomy we aHow a 
p^-imal Dignity to the Father above the Son^: 
but then, as it i^ e:iq>refled m the 24th Verje 
0f this Creed, nme is afore cr ^er eitho- uf 
die ether with Regard to linage or Duration, 
aiid none is greater orlefstban afiofber in Point 
of eflential Dignity or Perfedion of Nature; 
hut the whole three Perfons are '^o^eternal i^ 
'f ether and co^-equal. And here i$ no ConfrsT- 
Ndidioii > for we lionot jtake this Coreterriity 
or Co^equality, this Priority and Subordina- 
tion in one and the lame Re^ed: : But the 
'fotmer is tokien Inmt akfilmte 5eti£b wkh Re^ 
gaitl to* thdr Natiu-e, which is one and ^e 
'&me unt&vided ttt all the Three P^ribds, a^d 
th^efore can tmre no Priority of Inferiofity 
vx it;, atol the latter is underft<k>d in Refpe^t 
of their Order, that the Father has a r^elati'oe 
Superioritf or peribhal Dignity^ in that he is 
'^iat Fountain of Divinity, God of and from 
hiasEfelf, and tibwt the Son has his Eflbnce and 
-Dtvinity coninMnicttted to him by^ w der h^ad 
• from the Father, ^lid in this relative Senie is 
fiibordinate to him : for we fay^ t^itft the Soa 

D is 
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18 of the Fatficr, and therefor^ the Scfcond 
Pcrfon, and the Holy Ghoft of both, and 
therefore not the Sqcond Perfon as the Son is, 
but the Third. So that it^ is concluded in 

• Verfc 25th, that the Unity in Trinity ^ and the 

• Trinity in Unity (or the Thr«c Perfons in the 
Unity of the Godhead, or as the one God) is 
to be worfiipped diftind: without Diviiion, and 
uhited without Confufion ; as is evident from 
the Form in Baptifm, and the Apoftolical Be* 
nedidtion, 2 Cor. 13, 14. to mention nothing 
elfe. The Ancient Fathers, who urged the 
Words in the Form of Baptifm againft the 
Arians^ have obferv'd j that it is not faid, in 
the Names in the Plural, but, in the Name in 

-the Singular, as defigning an Authority com- 
mon to the Three Perfcms^ Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft ; the Unity of Nature being thus 
^included in the Unity of Name, which is that 
of God, fince Baptifhi cannot be fuppofed 
to be adminifter'd in the Name of any but 
God alone. 

What follows. Sir, is in Opposition to the 
■^utychian and Apollinarian Hereiies, the for- 
mer of which confounded the two Natures of 
Chrifi^ making the Human to be wholly ab- 
forpt in the Divine, and not to remain dif- 
tindt in his Perfon ; and the latter took aw&y 

the 
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the Human Soul^ and put the Divine Logos- 
ill its Place. The former deny'd hirii to be 
bothvGod and Man, and«the latter to be full 
and complete Man. But be is perfe£i irod^ as 
is cxpreflcd in the 3zd Verfe, having the Di-- 
vine Nature; and affb perfeB Marty having the 
Huinan Nature complete in both its Parts, 
I. e. fubfijiing of a reafonable SouU and human 
Flejh or Body. Hence he is, as is faid in the 
33d Verfe, by Coniequence equal to the Fa-- 
ther as touching his Godhead, or Divine Na- 
ture, and at the fame Time inferior to the Fa-' 
ther as touching his Manhood^ or Human Na- 
ture. And yet he is not two Chrijlsy but one 
Cbrifi, Verfe 34th. Not by Confufion ofNa^ 
tures, as the Eutychians held ; ' but by an en- 
tire Union of two diftindt Subftances in one 
Peribn : juft as the Soul and Body united; 
though cliftin<% Subftances and different iii 
-their Natures, do not make two Men, but one 
Man. But how this Union is made, is a 
M3rftery ftill, and not here explained ; juft ias 
die Union of the Soul aud Body in Mail is 
•myftcrious and incomprehenfible, and confe- 
quently inexplicable, though that there is fuch 
an Union- none will deny. And therefore 
thcrfe that find fault with this Creed, as if it 
{Mreteiided to ^ explain" what is myfteribus and 

D 2 un- 
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unrevcalM, are in a great miftake ; for it does 
not explain the Manner, how the Union rf 
the two Natures in Cir^ is madet which is a 
Myftery and unrcveal'd; ,but only obviatet 
the falfe interpretations of Hercticks, and in- 
forms us in what Scnfc this and .ftich othtt 
Objedks of our Faith, as are rcvcafd, as far 
as they are reveal'd, are to be taken. And the 
lUuftration of this Hypoftatick or pciibn4 
Union, by the Union of the Soviraod Body in 
Man, is vaftly^e and perfoafire; for I defy 
any Philofopher or Metaphyfician of the hi^^ 
eft Wit afld deepeft Penetration, to explain to 
tts the Manner, liow this Sfxnl and Bady tore 
united together. ' . 

I have been forced> Sir, to fdaoe theic 
Verfes in this Light, that I ioigbt mder» 
what I have farmer to -oflfcr to your Con^ 
deration in Relatioa to the Equality of tlie 
6on with ^e Fatherj at pouching his Gc4** 
head, as it is exprefied in lht$ Cnied,.MMWe 
evident iikI convinci^i^* ' . 

In Rd^a of this JBquafity you niay to 
mombtf. Sir, I faid ia- wx £>ilcout&^ tiaiat dl 
ihofe Texts which proved C^r^ to be neally 
and truly God, fuch a$ ypk^ i, i^ 2, J> and 
Co/, s. l6, imply'd ifeat -Equdityj becauie 
the Godhead being ioiiaile, can -adofit cf no 

Degrees* 
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Dtgrtt^ They imiftf tbou^ diiTeitnt Per-» 

fims^ be one Godt or C^ji? muft not be God 

at all. I thiok all Philoibphers agree» that 

la&iij^^ which is implied in the Notioa or 

Idea <^ God, admits of no Mdgis .or.ASnw, 

h Qot most <^ lefs {o. Put not to tnfift. up<Hi 

mdtaphyfical Argument ;. I :wtll coofioe my^ 

&M to what ia faid in Scripture and th^ mr 

tient Fadi^fif in Proof of thts weighty Poin^ 

In the fortner,. Cirt^ is reprefented as the 

JRatiwr's only begotten Scm^ ia &ich a Senfe 

fsno Creatiire is or can be, which deftroys 

hotb the Arian and SocsMim :Hypochef<ts^ tf 

d«dy atteniied to« For if he werie a CfieaCtiw, 

though 9Mv^ Jb «Dcellent, the Title of Oniy 

JB^affm^oatd net belong to him. He laoiaU 

<thaft be made or created, as other Ckeatssrcs 

-we, thoc^h ftiperior to them^ and differ from 

'i&ngeU in Exedleacy of Nature only, aa dbey 

.do £som lis; amd bea£oa.in die fame $cnk 

iihi9f and we..ai^ &>n$;^bpcaiife on this Sop-* 

pofitaoo hf lipoid be a, created Being as they 

«nd we a£e« :The Wqed Creature would he 

riliU pttcficatBd of, or common to us alL Tbie 

Ti|ie (Of Oafy Begotten Snn muft imply^ thai 

. aone eiie as^e Sons a^ he is, and confeqliecHEfy 

-muil:. in£Br ft Ciunn^umcstioii. of his Natture 

inOQi^ Father; ^thow th^t Commurusa* 
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tion is made, this Creed docs not fojr ; it is ftilli. 
as I^faid before, a Myifery, and not to be 
comprehended or e^plain'd by us. 

Give me leave. Sir, to obfcrve here, that 
Job ft 1.3. does of itfelf virhoUy overturn the 
Arian Hypothefis; for hi Chriji the fFord 
made all ThingSj and without bim was not any 
\tbing made tbat was nutde^ then he could not 
be made or be a Creature himfelf, imlefs he 
made himfelf; but this would imply a Con^ 
tradiifbion, and fuppofe him to be and not to 
be at the feme Time. And again, this very 
.Text compared with CoL 1.16. evidently ovcrr 
.throws thc.Socinian Scheme, and proves our 
Saviour to have had a Being, or to have exiilr 
ed before he was bom of the Virgin Mary^ and 
that the Creation of the material World is to 
.be afcrib'd to him, as well as the new Crea?> 
tion or Renovation of the moral World. For 
in Colojl I. i6« it is exprefly faid, that aU 
Tbings in Heaven^ Principalities and Powers 
were created iy Mm. Now the Angels, which 
kept their firft State, did not want a new 
Creation or Renovation in a moral Senfe at 
. our Saviour^s coming, or at the Beginning of 
the Gofpel-Difpenfation, and the Devils had 
it not granted- to them ; for, if we will be- 
lieve St Jude^ they are referred in^everl^Hng 

:* Chains 
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Chains under Darkne/s, unto tie Judgmha df 
the great Day. Jude 6. God hath fo loved 
Mankind^ that he hath given diem a Media- 
tor and Redeemer^ but the Devils have had 
nont. And this puts me in Mind of another 
Text in Hebr. 2. i6. He (Chrift) verily took 
not on him the Nature of Jingelsj but be took 
on him the Seed of Abraham : the former Part 
of the Verfe is an invincible Proof of ChrijPs 
efiential Divinity^ as the latter is of his red 
Humanity; and the whole is an undeniable 
Argument againft what both the Avians and 
Socinians maintain. He took not on him the 
Nature of Angels y or he took not hold of An- 
gels to redeem them; and yet can it be 
thought, that if according to Ariusy he was 
one of the fupremeft Order of Angels, he 
would not have laid hold of them, to fave 
them from finking in everlafting Deftruiftion, 
if he could F or if, according to Socinus, he 
was but a mere Man, can we imagine, how 
he could have aflbmed die Angelick Nature 
to redeem it, if he would? And yet the Text 
iuppofes, that he could have aflumed either 
the one or the odier, vvhich he pleafed ; and 
alfo implies, that he muft of Neceffity have 
been of a difFerent Nature from either of thofe 
two Natures, which he had in his Power and 

Choice 
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ChoiCtt io k^vt afibmed : ixid whal ctfber Na^ 
tiurebefides die Dirinecan be aibfibed to hiai» 
I iMve to tlitftn tD^ find out. 

t moil: farther dbferve^ 9t, that the Jnis 
Ifoppo&d^ die %>n of God was God and equal 
to the Father^ and therefore knight to iky 
y^us^ becaufe he faid, he waa die finrmer^ 
which imply dih<^ ktter. J^Jb* $. i9. I baye, 
9u, more than ofite maitioii'd..thta Chapter 
to ydd> as what of it&lf fufEkieady proves 
fhis Eqiiali^ cf (he Soa with the Fathef, 
and j^ftffies the Jitbatk^an Creeds if diete 
were fto other Proofs in Scripture for it : L6t 
it then be confider'd a Mttk. Tlte Jews fiip- 
pcfed the Son of God was God, and therefore 
«q«ial to the Father; ^md they fiitight toihiy 
'Jefus^ becAife he had aflbrted die one cacprafly 
of hi»f^Jfi Ycf> I jtii» (See alfo Join it. jjv) 
and the other }sf Implicati^i ilpon their Pri^ 
dples^ You will dlow> S(r» that oar Savioir 
is repre&nted> 9S a Man of HoAour aod In^ 
l^ity quite throQgh the New Teftaifieift. NoW 
as an honeft Man fhould have done» he is ip 
far from uodeceivii]^ the Jeniis^ if they argued 
falTely upon their Soppofition* ^ah. dial if the 
w^9 the Son of Go4 he iwift be God liftd 
equal to the Father i that he €0<ifiriti$ their 
OpimoOf and proves their Jo&ceao^ by ^mbt- 

ing 
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ing an Equality of Operation with the Father, 
Verfes 20, 21. which follows an Equality of 
Nature; for Modus Operandi^ as the Philofo- 
phers tell UB^fequitur Modum Effendi: i. e. the 
Manner or Meafure of Adting follows the 
Manner or Meafure of Effence: i.e. if ,he 
were not equal to God in Nature, and confe- 
quently in Power, he could not do what Gpd 
did. And then he afferts, that divine Wor- 
ihip or Honour is to be paid to the Son as 
well as to the Father ; which is not to be 
done Deut. 6. 13, 5. 20. and i Sam. 7. 3^ 
Mattb: 4. 14. and Luke 4. 8. unlefs he were 
really and truly God, the Lord God oi IfraeL 
After this he makes ufe of four Arguments to 
prove himfelf God, and confequently as they 
foppofed, equal to the Father. The firft is 
at Verfe the 28th, where he afferts in exprefs 
Terms, that by his Voice he fhould raife and 
judge ; all Mankind, which implies infinite 
Power and Knowledge ^ for none can raife all, 
but he that has all Power; and none can judge 
all, but he that knows all. This Hint to y<y\x^ 
Sir, is. fufiicient ; if I leave any Thing, here; 
not made- clear enough, upon the leaft Inti- 
mation I will endeavour, to explain it. more 
fuUy.. . 
. . . . • E • The 
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The next Argument is the Tcftknony o^ 

yobn the Baptift, whofe Teftimony they *c- 

icknowledg'd to be true, becaufe they cf- 

teem'd him a Prophet, Verfes 31^, 33. No^V 

"^ohn had declared, that he heard him called 

the Son of God by a Voice from Heaveni 

'Matt. 3. 16, 17. Luke 3. 22. and ^obn i. 32^' 

33, 34. And hence he called him the hamh of 

Xjod that taketb aw(tf the Sins of the Worldl 

yobn I. 29. See alfo Jobn 3- 31, &c. And 

yobn Baptift was counted a Prophet, Matt-. 

14. 5. 21. 26. Luke 20. 6. -arid the Teftimo- 

iiy of a Prophet upon their own Prihciples 

was true. 

' The third Argument i« taken fmm thd 
Teftimony of the Father by the Miracles he 
did, Verfe 36. in Confirmation of the Tmth 
of his Saying, that he was tlie Son of God. 
He purfucs this Argument more folly in the 
8th Chapter, where he aflumes to hirnielf, 
(faying. Before Abraham was^ lam) the iii^ 
Communicable Title of the fuprcme ^ fcfbd,^ 
John 8. 58. and in Verfe the 37^1, tsmd 38th 
of the loth Chapter he dTerts, that he was in: 
the Father, and the Father in hiita, /. ei 
having x)nc and the feme Nature 6r*Eflehce; 
or as is declared Verfe the 30th, he and Bis 
Father are one, i. e. one God or Being, one 

in 
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in Nature or Subilance : for to iay thai they 
are one in ReipoA of an Unity of Sentiments 
or WiU only^ as the Socinians and Arians 
9Vould make us believej is as ahfurd and ridi^ 
Pttlpus, as if I /hould fay, that the Father and 
an Ai^el or a glorified Saint are one Being 
in an abiblute Senfe, becaufe they have no 
pthcr Will than that of God the Father. In 
ihort, Sir> to reduce the Unity of the Son 
with the Father to a bare Unity of Opinions, 
fach as that of the Difciples with each other 
was, aod thus to take away from Jefus Chrifi 
that moft adorable Unity, by which he is co- 
eflential with the Father, they muft deprive 
him of the Title of God, of the true God, of 
the great God^ which the Scriptures afcrib^ 
to him; they muit deprive him of the auguft 
Di^ty of Creator, and of being God over aH 
blefTed for ever^ which the fame Scripture^ 
4^ery where attribute to him. If it could irv- 
deed be provedt that he is no nK>re dxaia 
merely the MiniAer of the eternal Father; theft 
.tndy it might be fuppofed, that the Unity h^ 
has with the Father is no mcH-e than tha^ 
which the Diiciples had with one another, an 
Unity of Sentiments, or Confent of Will and 
AfFe^ons ; and not an Unity of EiTence, ot 
identity of Nature : but when willit be poi^ 
^. ^ ^ ' ^" E 2 fible 
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fifcle to take away from him all the fiiblimc 
Characters of Divinity ? Not whilft we have 
the Benefit of the Holy Scriptures, and the 
Ufe of Senfe and Reafon. Figt7ius Bifhop of 
iTapfumy writing againft the Saiel/ians, who 
confounded the Son and the Holy Ghoft with 
the Father, has with a very delicate Turn of 
Thought and acute Judgment oppofed them 
and the Arians, who divided the Nature of the 
Father and the Son, to each other, and con- 
futed both their two oppolite Herefies by one 
and the fame Sentence : yefus Chriji has faid, 
fays he, / and my Father are one : in laying,- 
I and my Father^ he has divided what SabeU 
lius wrongfully confounds ; and in adding are 
oney he has united what Arius feparates. I 
might purfue this Point a great deal farther, 
if the Compafs of this Letter would permit ; 
but I am afraid, I Ihall trelpafs too much. Sir, 
upon your Patience, by what I have already 
faid, and am yet to offer to you upon this 
Subjedt. But I beg leave to proceed to the 
fourth Argument, which our Saviour ufcs in 
Ae 5 th Chapter of St. John ; it is taken from 
the Teftimony of the Scriptures, Ver. 39, and 
particularly from what Mqfes had wrote of 
him^ Verfe 46* See Gen. 3. 15. and 49. 10. 
Deuf. i8, 15, i8, I might memion a great 

many 
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many more Texts from the Pfalms, Ifatahy Je^ 
Temiab and other Prophets ; but 'tis necdlcfs to 
<Jo it to you. Sir, who have bcca converfant 
in the Scriptures, or as St. Paul faid of Timo-^ 
thy, have known them from a Child. 
• The next' Argument I fhall make ufe of. 
Sir, to prove the Equality of the Son with the 
Father, as touching his Godhead, is taken 
from PAt7. 2. 6, 7. The Apoftle there teaches 
us a Leffon of Humility from the Example 
of Cbri/ii who being in the Form ofGody i. e. 
beiiig God, thbught it no Aft of Prefumption 
or Robbery to take upon him the Style and 
Title of being equal to God; yet did not take 
dipon him as God's Equal, made no Oftenta- 
tion of his Deity upon Earth ; but willingly 
abafed and humbled himfelf, taiing upon him 
the Form of a Servant ^ or becoming Man* 
Where it is evident, that-our Saviour fubfifted, 
or ' was in the Form of Gody before he took 
lipon him the Form of a Servant, or became 
Man. By this is the wonderful Condefcenfioa 
oi our Lord exhibited to us ; in that he de* 
•fcended from the higheft State to the loweft, 
iUid became real Man for us, who are in the 
loweft Rank of Intelligent Beings. As there*- 
^ore the taking upon^himfelf the Form of a 
iSirvant, does; denote bis being real Man; fo 
... by 
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hyhi$h^ing ifi ti>eEsrfnofG$d.wm&hemM%^ 
Ids beiog real God :- this is tb^ j^a^ aad n^ 
tural Conftru(3ion of : the Words. Form mu^ 
be takco in oiie »nd *the %ne Senfe kv ho^ 
Expreflions: Le.^^F^m in the latter doe* 
fignify the Reality of hk Hubog^: ^latwe j fo 
ia the foi^mer it a^ASignify the Reality of hi$ 
Divide. And this^ f^qngly concludes againQ: 
;the jiriam, th^t the Naturie^ wherein the $€^ 
xrf God fi^bfifted beft>i*e hisJi^caFnatiofi, wa# 
not created : for ^s fqo^. as h^ tbok a created 
^ature> he was ifirtie Farm^f uServanf^ 
wl^c^ he never was in before he became Mao» 
by ^hi§ Text. But according to the Arianff 
who make a Creature bf the Son of Go4 
^xis^i^g before he becai»e Mai^ he n&uft have 
be^n in (he Form of Servant even before hw 
Jncarnation ; for ^vcry Creature as fuch, hpw 
jexcpUart foever, is with Refpe^i to God* itiB 

. Creator, in the Condition, of %: Sefvaat^/ and 
icwes him Service «ad Obedience; From hence 
} conclude, that the Son of God "according. ID 
that excellent Namre>- in Wbioh he fobfifte^ 

' ^before; hia Incarnation, waa equal to ^ Far- 
ther, as the Apoftle here aflcrts^ For the Air 
^gpomcnt lies thtis, Cbr^^ being in tk« Form if 
Xrod,. tbougbt it MO Fiohbery^ or 00 taking whilB: 
^^^ not belong to him» ta be egustdi^ftb €hiti 
, . Now 
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Mow if Me (6ocight it no Rdiiery, no affiimliig 

a Title he had no llight to, by Con&quence ii 

WM no Rahb&y ; and if it was no Robbery, no 

Jtrefending to be what he was not, he moA be 

Bpia/$ ^ttd-if Epta/^ he moA be God by Na-i 

ttkre, ^ the Fiither is, Ckmmr Romanur, who 

Was St.- Pmtti own Companion, and made 

Bifhop of Rome by him, and Hermai and ^^^j* 

Martyr all girc the' fanie Inteqjnetation of 

this Text that I do j whofe Words I will fend 

you, if you defirc Aem. But Jujlin Murty^ 

has ft) very much about the Godhead and thd 

Equality of the Son wiA the Father, that it 

would be end!e6 as well as needled to quote 

d! his Pafiagcs. I^ertullkn, wlio fiourifh'd 

m the IWfiddle of the fecond Century, lyi 

iTears before the Council of iV/V^, wrote i 

Difeourfc agairtft PtMeds the Sabellianv froni 

ttie whole lienor of which it is apparent, that 

9rtixeai H^reiy in affertiflg the Fadicr,-Soii 

and Hbly Ghoft to be but one Pcifen^ 'wa« 

fbunded' upon Aefe two Suppofitiohs. \Pirft^ 

that the CaAoltcks maintaitfd, that Ae Pa-^ 

thcr. Son arid'Holy Qhpft were tif one and diid 

fame Subftatice, and cbnfequenlly equal as td 

ffitif Divine Ntkture, which was true. 'And 

fecdndly; that there ctiuld not poflSbly be; 

as the Catholitlts ' m^tein^, thtee dfilin^ 
k .. Per^ 
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Pcrfons CvhMing in one and the fame Nature; 
which was falfe« Againil this laft &lfe Suppo;^ 
^txon o£ Praxeas, Tertu/Iianhz^^c&rasMrkr- 
able AfTertions^ that the Fatber, iSioH and Holy 
Gbofi are of one Sub/lance^ and one State, an4, 
one Power, and that they arc not Unus, one 
Peribni but Unum, one Being, plainly alludii^ 
to I John 5. 7, 

What we call. Sir, the Nicene Creed, is 
nothing elfe, but the entire antient Creed of 
the. oriental Churches with fome few Expli- 
cations, to obviate the perverfe Interpretations 
and fubtle Evafions of Arius and Macedonius, 
made by the Fathers of the Council of Nice 
againft the former, who denied die real and 
|rue Divinity of the Son, and the Council of 
Con/iantinople againft the latter, who denied 
tlje Divinity of the Holy Ghoft The Sumof 
what they added . by Way of Explication to 
the Rule of Faith with Regard to Ac Son if 
this, that he is no Creature, not made, hut 
very God of very God, fubfifting in the very 
Subftance or Nature of his Father, and confo- 
guently equally partaking of the eiTential At- 
tributes .belonging, to the Divine Nature with 
the Fatben Arius would allow our Saviour 
to be/God, but.not Gpd. by Nature, a made 
m created God, r an inferior . Onc^ crcj^ted in- 
deed 
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deed bcfoi^ the World began, but not God 
£rom Eternity* So that what is there added 
by way of Explication to the old Apoftles* 
Oecd, which Arius would fubfcribe to, is, as 
I faid before, to obviate his Evafions, and to 
flicw in what Senfe the Apoftles and primitive 
Ante-'Nicene Fathers took the Word Son in 
the Form of Baptifm, and this Expreflion iil 
the Holy Scriptures, viz. Jefus Chrifi the only 
begotten Son of God. 

I might. Sir, prove this Equality from ma-^ 

ny more Texts, as that he is called by St^ 

Pauly God over all, blejfed for ever. Rom* 9. 5^ 

and by St. Jobn^ the true God^ and eternal 

Life. I ^obn 5. 20. But the 7th Verfc of this 

laft Chapter, "There are three that bear Record 

in Heaven y the Father^ the Logos or Word^ 

and the Holy Ghoji^ and thefe three are one^ 

i. e. one God or Being i this Verfe, I fay, ia 

abundantly fufficient for this Purpofe. A 

Verfe, which is now, after what Dr. Mills 

in his N^v Tcftament, and David Martin^ 

Reftor of the French Church at Utrecht, in 

his Diflfertations upon it have iaid, allowed by 

all learned Men to be genuine. I think it in^. 

conteftably appears to be fp, becaufe it was 

read in Churches in the old Italick Bible, and 

made ufe of by theCatholick Bifliops againft 

F' the 
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the Asians in tbcir Confeftori c£ Failb ddi^ 
tered to King Hunerkki which never would 
hate been done, if it had been, a di^a-^ 
table Text* It is quoted not only by Tertnl-* 
karh St. Cyprian, Eugemusy Fuigentius, ViStar^ 
Facundm and Vigilius oSl'apfum, v31 Africans *,. 
but alfo was in the n>oft antient and cofre<% 
Copies of the i^;BM^ Church* It is quoted hf 
St, Euchmus of Lyons ; we. meet with it alfii 
in the Complexiones of C^^dtirius Senater^ 
where he reads, & hi tres unus eji Deus^ in- 
ftead of ununif either by way of Explication* 
or trailing to his Memory without confulting 
the Original. However this proves,, that ther« 
wad filch a Text, which is.^1 J alledge^ it for* 
Mr. dwells, ReAor of St* Mattbew\ Friday^. 
fieeetf has defended the Geauincncfs of thi<k 
Text with great Learning and Accuracy. 1 
think (for I have it not by me) it is in hia 
Examination of the Angk-^greek New Teftan 
toent. Part IL What more Proofs nerf we 
require to pronounce it genuine ? FigilOts o£ 
t'apfum urges it ftrongly againft ^tArians}. 
and not only mentions the three Witnefles kt 
Heaven^ iMt aicribes to every one of them his 
diftind Njune, the Father^ the Son and the 
Holy Ghoft, and from the End of the Verfe 
lioncludts their Unity \xl the Godheads Tho 

Num- 
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Mmnber tbrte tints mUioed to «^ is die tot4 
Oiict^ibmuf of the Arian and S^cmiam Here^ 
files s and therefore 'lis no Wonder^ that dieft 
Anti'-trinkariims ufe their utmoft Endeavours 
to throw this Text <Mt of the NewTeftanacnt 
<ttid rob us of it : for by thefe extraordtnarjr 
Words, ibefe thrte are one ^ the Unity of Na- 
ture in the ^ree Peribns prefents it(cif with-^ 
out any Difficdity to the Underftanding and 
Faith of every Chriftian. 

I might here add, Aat our Saviour was the 
I^rd Jehovah^ who appeared to Abraham 
ttnd Ae Patriarchs, and to Mofes and the Pro- 
phets in the Old Teftament ; and tfiat the 
Hofy Lord of Hofts, vdiofe Glory Ifaiah fawi 
CSiap. 6. 3. is Chrifi^ as we are afliired by 
St. ^ohn in his Goi^d, Chap, 12. 40, 41. I 
might alfo here add, how a Hymn called v^x^v^ 
iooSm, or Glory to God on high was fung tp 
t^^, as God, and was in ufe long before the 
Nfcenv Council^ aild^ is mentioned or alluded 
to by FKny the younger in his famous Epiftte 
to flic Emperor Trajan. I might alfo mentioh 
^. Stephen's zndSt.yohffs Prayers to our Sa- 
viour, which 'infer his Godhead. I might 
jprbve iihis Point farther from the Sufficiency 
of his Sacrifice ^ for though he fuffer'd only 

in his Hiitnan Nature, yet the fliedding of his 

F 2 Blood 
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Blood could not have bcai a fuflicient Attonc- 
ment for the Sins of Mankind, unlefs it had 
received an infinite Value from the Union of 
the Divine Nature to the Human in his Pcr- 
jfon. And hence the Ghurch of God is faid 
to be purchafed with his ov^rn Bloody A£is 20, 
;i8. becaufe it was purchafed with the Blood 
oi that Perfon, who is God as well as Man. 
But if any Perfon, after what I have faid^ 
does ftill doubt of the Equality of the Son 
with the Father; let him ferioufly confider the 
Form in Baptifm, Matt. 28^ 19. whereby wb 
are admitted into the RcHgion of, and profeis 
to worfhip Father, Son and Holy Ghoft* Is 
it confiftent with common Senfe to fiippofe, 
that Chrijly who canxe to put ^ End to the 
Idolatry and Superftition of the Heathen 
World, and to eftablifh the Worfhip of the 
one true God every where, ihould order us to 
he baptiz'd into the Name, /. e^ into the Be- 
lief and Worfhip of the one true God, and 
two Cr?atur?s pi ^n inferior Nature ; as the 
3on and the Holy Qhoft xnufl be, if they are 
jjot the one God, or equally Partakers of the 
Pivine Nature with the Father ^^ 

But I am afraid, 5ir, I have carried my 
IR^efledions too far and aro grown tedious* If 
tvcry thing I have faid, be dyly confidered, 

it 
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it will take off that Noife and Clamour, which 
the Enemies of the Chriflian Faith ufually 
make againft the Damnatory Sentences, as they 
arc commonly called, in the Beginning and 
End of the Athanq/ian Creed. For he that 
obftinately perfifts in the Denial of the Holy 
Trinity, and the neceflary Dodrines of the 
Incarnation, Gfr. in EfFeft denies the whole 
Oeconomy of the Gofpel; and therefore with- 
out Repentance and revoking his wicked Er- 
rors can expcft no Salvation by it. If this. 
Sir, gives you any Pleafure and Satisfaction in 
reading it, and contributes any Thing to the 
Confirmation of your Faith, I have my End 
in writing it; and need, I hope, make no o- 
ther Apology for fending it to you, than that 
I hereby take an Opportunity of fhewing my 
own Zeal for the Faith once deliver d to the 
Saints 9 and moreover of thanking you for all 
Favours, and affuring you that I am with the 
greateft Deference, 



Sir, 

Tour moft obliged^ 

jind mofi obedient Servant ^ &c* 
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Sir, 

EVER Tmee I tras admitted into the 
Priefthood, I dctcnttinVl with myl^l^ 
by God's Gfdot, as lat aay Ordmastki* 
in a moft £>kma Manoer I luid promi&d to 
4lo^ that I would teac& Boihkigt » tieqiiireil 
(of Neceflity to Efeermal Salvft^on, but wfatf 
xaajT be <x>ncluded from, aad proved by the 
Holy Scnptures, \diich contain iufikieady aK 
Dodrine requ^ed of Necefiity for Eternal S^ 
votion throi^ Faith in Jf/us Chri/i. I like^ 
wiile, as I then prpmiied, re&lved with mjf- 
fdf to be ready at all Tiizie$, accordii^ to the 
beft of my Capacity, with all Diligence to ba^ 
nifh and drive away all erroneous ftrange 
Dodrine contrary to God's Word, to main- 
tain the Truth, inftruft the ignorant, and con- 
firm the wavering or doubtful : And here I 
will borrow an Expreflion from^ a late Weekly 
Mifcellany, Number CCCLIX. and humbly 
Jic^e wirii the worrfiy Authter of it, that that 

omni- 
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gmmpotent Saviomv who died for me, wilt 
gtve mc Refoliition to perfeverc in his Service, 
and an ample Reward for my beil, thoi^b 
wedb Endeamxrs, to promote his Religion^ 
In ibme meafure to iulfil my Engagements, 
and to ihew the Sincerity of my Reibluticm, 
when I found the principal and dii)ingui0>ing 
Dodrines of Chriftianity, which r^ard thtf 
Divinity, of our Saviour and the Holy Tsrmity, 
ridicided and burlefqued in this Neighbour-' 
hood by fome, and look'd upon fay not a few, 
either as Points of Specidation only, or as 
Matters of no Moment, whether we believe 
them or not, I drew up a Letter in Vindka* 
tion of the Atbam^n Creeds and our Saviour's 
Equali^ with the Father as touching his Grod-- 
head; which Letter being ihew'd to foma 
Friends, I was prevailed upon to let it be knt 
to the Author of the Weekly Mifceliany^ where* 
in it was puUiih'd fome time ago» 

I ihall ever, efteem thefe the principal and 
diftinguiihing I>oarmes of Chriftianity, and 
the Belief of them ahfolutely necefiary to Sal*' 
vation in this Country, where the Light of the 
G<^pel ihines with fo great a Luftre, and nc^ 
Man needs want fufiicient and proper Means 
of Inftru<ftion» if he will but* attend to, or ap«- 
ply for them. Thefe Do^rines I endeavourU 

to 
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t6 prove by Texts of Scripture, ^t in a plain, 
eafy and natural Light, without any forced 
Conilruftion : I fet them in fuch a Light zs^ 
I thought, would convince every unprejudiced 
^nd confiderate Reader; but to my great 
Surprize a certain Gentleman, who lives in my 
Neighbourhood, did lately declare in public 
Company and before my Face, that he was fa 
far from being convinced by it, that on the 
contrary he was by my Letter made more 
doubtful of thofe Dodlrines, than he was be- 
fore* Surely this muft be owing to want of 
Attention and due Confideration, and not ta 
want of Capacity, to any Prejudice, or corrupt 
Mind in him. I cannot in Charity attribute 
it to the latter, and therefore muft afcribe it 
to the former. I never heard that he was given' 
to S.cepticifm or Infidelity, or that his Mind 
was ppifon'd by reading the Independent JFhig, 
and fuch like Books ; which are here induf-t 
trioufly fpread about to weaken Men's Faith 
^nd cprrupt their Manners . I muft therefore^ 
Sir, defire you to lend him my Letter again, 
and let hini read it over, more attentively. His 
chief pbjedion was to that Part of it, where-r 
in I fay, that the Father is prior to, or before 
the Son in Order. He does not obferve, that 
J there fay, it is fo, not in refpefl: of /their 
, . efTential 
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dTential Attributes, but in their relative Ca-^ 
pacity. My Words arc, " None is greater or 
^* lefs than another in Point of ejfential Dignity, 
** or PeffeSiion ; but the whole three (that is in 
** this Rfifpedt) are co-eternal and co-equal i 
'* And here, is no Contradi<ftion ; for wc do 
** not take this Co-etcmity ahd Co-equality, 
"this Priority and Inferiority or- Subordina- 
** don in one and the feme Refpedti; but the 
*^ former is taken, in an abfolute Senie with 
^^ Regard to their Nature, which is one and 
** the j&me, undivided in all the three Per- 
** Ipns, and therefore can have no Priority or 
•* Inferiority in it ; and the latter is underftood 
"in Refpeft of their Order, that the Father 
** has a relative Superiority or perfbnal Dig- 
" nityr in that he is die Fountain of Divinity, 
"God of and from himfelf ; and that the Son 
^^ has his Ei&nce and Divinity comniunicated 
" to him by, or derived from the Father, ^nd 
"in this relative Senfe is inferior to him, &c.'' 
This is all agreeable to primitive Antiquity, 
and modem Orthodoxy ^ to what the ancient 
Fathers afierted^ and all our modern found 
Divines have f^d upon !this Subject : And if I 
had not been right, fuchis Mr. HooAer!s Impar-^ 
tiality and unbiaf^'d Zeal for the F^th ont^ 
daliver d to the Saints, that he wduld not 

G have 
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have publiih'd my Letter at all, or I ihould 
have had his Remarks upon it. in His Mifcth 
lany before this Day. His very PuUkation of 
my Letter is a Vindication of it, or at leaft 
an Argument^ that it contain$ nothing in it; 
but what is conibnant to the Analogy of 
Faith. Defire him. Sir, to confuIt.Dil Uam- 
mond upcMi the Text, ycbn 14. 28* befo«« he 
finds fault with me, and he will find that th^ 
Doctor lays, be that fent me is asjticb (i. e^vA 
that relative Senfe) greater than I w&o an fent 
by bimi or Mr. Burkitt^ who has CKplain'd 
this Text more fully* Firft> he obierves, z% I 
alio did, that it muA be underftood with Re- 
ference to CbriJPs Human Nature, ap Medial 
tor; for fb he was the Father's Servaiit> a^d 
the Father as God was greater than he as Man! 
Again, fays he, the Father may befaid tabe 
greater dian Cbrift in regard of his Fateraity; 
as being the Fountain of the Deity; «he Fa- * 
ther is of hunfelf, but the Son is begotten of 
the Father ; but being of the fame SubftacK^ 
with the Father, he ia con&quen^ God, as 
the Father is^ God : For^ the Inequality ariles 
not from £he EiTence, Iwt from the Order and 
Maimer of SuUiftence* Thus the Father wai 
l^eater than he : greater than he, as to his 
Original, the Son being begotten by him^ axid 

greater 
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gredler j^ jhc^tft pv^, fhiui }fe that itbeiVesi 
but as tp >his Eflcnce fhey are both one God^ 
end fo i^«d. Three Ways, fays he^ the Fa- 
dier was gmater than GAnfi. Firft, with Re- 
fpo&L to his Human Nature. Who can'doubt> 
bat a dependant Creature is inferior to that 
Almighty Being that made him ? Secondly^ 
witfi R^fpe^l to the eternal Generation of his 
Divine Perfon, as he was begotten of the Fa- 
thtp^ who is dierefore called the Fountain of 
the Deity^ ^hirdlyi with Refpedt to his Of- 
fice, as Mediator, for thus he was the Fa* 
ther's Servant. O 'wonderful Condefcenfion! 
That * the eternal Word, who as fuch, was 
equal with the Father, fhould in Cpmpaffioa 
ta .us accept a Station, and fuflain a Character, 
in which the Father was greater than he. 
Now, . feys he, though under each of thefe 
Confiderations; God the Fathei- is greater thafi 
the Son | yet none of them are inconfiftent 
with the Soft^s being God by Nature. I might 
add what £>me o£ our moft learned Bifhops, 
Pear/on, Buli md Stt7/m^et s or fome emi- 
nent DivmcSi Dr. Grahe^ Dr. Hicks y and many 
xhorehAve faidi but this is enough to fhew 
that I have advanced np new Notion : and ii;- 
deed, if I had, I might have expedted a much 
more learned Perfon than Mr. ~— to. have 
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chaftis'd me. Some Perfons Cecm, I am Corry 
to fay it, to be very indifierent about the moft 
weighty Poipts of Religion, or entertain wrong 
Notions in Reiped: of Things that concern 
their eternal Salvation ; and will neither take 
any Pains diemfelves to be better informed, 
nor admit of Inflrudions from other Perfons. 

How caf3y might Mr. have confulted 

Dr. Hammond and Mr. Burkitt dpon the New 
Teftament, and been better fatiisfy'd about the 
Meaning of that Text> before he cohdonn'd 
in fo public a Place the Account I gave of it. 
Pray, Sir, feeing you are his Neighbour, and 
are often in his Company, importune him to 
read with a little moire Care and Attention all 
1 have faid about this Text, and then put this 
plain Queftion to him'; if he have a Son, will 
he not allow him to have all eiOential Proper- 
ties belonging to Mankind, and to be as much, 
though not fo great a Man, as himfdf ; and 
yet in his relative Capacity to be inferior or 
fubordinate to him, as his Father ? I do not 
mention this as a parallel Cafe, but only by 
way of Illuftration. There is fome Analogy 
or |lefcmblance, though not an exaft Agree- 
fnent between them, as wiH \>t ihewn by and 

Again 
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. Again there arc fomePcrfons, as you your- 
fclf. Sir, told me, wW will not believe the 
Trinity, bccaufe they cannot comprehend it; 
and alk with Nmdemus in another Cafe, how 
can thcfc. Things be? Pray, Sir, afk thefe 
Gentlemen, if jrou chance to meet with theni 
again, who defire them to believe, how this is 
or. can be, /. e. liow there is or can be a^ Tri^ 
•nity of Pcrlbns in the Unity of the Godhead i 
or how the three Perfons are io infeparably u- 
^ited as to be one God ? All that we defire of 
ihem is, to believe according to what is re- 
.vcal'd, and leave fecret Things to God, or to 
^ future State ; when .we fhall have a farther 
•Knowledge of divine Things, and know as. wc 
are known.- All that we defire of them is to 
.'believe that it is {q^ without troubling them^ 
fdvcs about the Manner how it is ib. That 
"there are three Perfons, and yet but one God, 
;i^ .plainly reveal'd i this we are to bdieve, be- 
caufe it is revealed; .theie three Perfons we 
'are to worflpp in the Unity of the Godhead, 
rbccaufe we are bapti^'d in the Name, or into 
the Belief arid Profeflion of them. And upon 
the Sincerity of this Belief or Profeffipn de- 
pends the Salvation of all fuch as have had 
proper and fufficient Oppprtunities and Means 
t^ Inftru<aion. But pray, Sir, don't thefe Gen- 
tlemen 
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tkmcn of ^ compnlienfive and exalted a Ge^ 
nius, believe many Things to be, without 
comprehending the Manner, how th^ are ? Do 
not they believe diat God is eternal, /. e. with-* 
out 'Beginning and without End i . And yet is 
it poilible that the Uiiderftanding of Man» 
being finite andJiinited, flioidd form a clear 
and comprebenfive Notion of Eternity, /. ew 
of a Thing unliniited and infinite? I meh^ 
tion'd in my Letter, by way of IHuftration 
and that I ought not be\niifunderftood, the 
Union of the Soul and Body, 'which ho Mad 
of common Senfe and Reaibn will deny to be, 
though rthe wifeft canned tell or explain how 
it is. Does not the Mind of Man think and 
xefled, add, fubtradt, multiply and divide? 
Does.it not reaibn and deduce one Thing from 
another ? Does it not determine itielf, and zSt 
freely, and move the Body, and ftop its Mo- 
tion as it pleafcs ? Can any one certainly tell 
how all this is done ? How the one con>- 
mands fo powerfully, and the other obeys £o 
readily? Are there not many Things above 
one*is Reafon, and which the Mind'cannbt 
comprehend, nor fbnii a diftin£fc and clear 
Idea of, and yet cannot be aflerted to be con- 
trary tx) our Reafon? They may indeed he 
above our Compreheofiqn 5 Jbur db-thcy can- 

tradia 
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tradlA any of thoTe plain and Hf*eviileiit 
Priadplcfc which are impfahted in ooit Uri- 
dexQsoidmg? Whov far Example^ is able! to 
appnehendy how the {knzUdt Partide of Mat* 
tefe which, can be afltga'd^ h ul itfelf capahte 
of hdag for ever divided I And yet tbk is Co 
far from hfiing contrary to my Reaibn^ &at it 
xn&cms me the Thing rhuili be {o, though t 
am ruDt able tt> comprehend the Manner of it^ 
And no PUiofbi^ierj that I know of, hath e* 
i«er pretended to deny this ; there being no 
Fartof Matteiv bccaufe Matter implies Extent 
£on^ diough eirer. £6 fmall/ that can be fo 
rrmch a& conceived, to he abiolutely and .in' it- 
felf indivifiblc We are well aflhred that a 
Man horn blind /may be convinced ^d in* 
dnced to belicvet that there is fuch a iTfi^ng 
as Li^t^ becanfe his Neighbours tell him fe; 
although he kiiowa not : what, it is : And dare 
any one diibelieve God, whest he tcU% htxi^ 
that there are three. Perfens in the Uxiity of 
the Divine Nature^ or that the Drraie.and 
Human. Nature are united together in the 
fing^ Peribn of Clmi^i^ becaufe he does tiot 
underftand. or comprehend, how they are fo I 
II nii^t inibnee in many more ftrange and 
wonderful Things in Nature, as alfo in Ma- 
themaiticfcs,^ in Phyficks, in Aftronomy, iri 
, . Navi- 
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Navigation ahd other Arts and Sciefices^ wliich 
thofe, who arc ignorant of them> will fcak-ce 
fcelievc, and which to thofe, who know themt 
arc incomprchcnfible. Can they ex|dain to us 
€xaftly the Configuration of Plants^ or the 
Formation of Infcdts ? Can they give us a per- 
fedl Account of that anaazing Variety of Ob- 
jedls which one Blade of Grafs prefents to our 
View ; or how the Roots of Trees fetch up^ 
as it were by fubterraneous Pipes, all the 
Juices that are necei&ry to feed 'them ? Can 
they tell us, how Grains of Com multiply in 
the. Ground, and as they corrapt, germinate 
and ipfing ; or how the teeming Earth, like 
a kind Parent, reftores with Ufury more Ears 
than (he had received Grains? It would be 
codlcfe as well as needlefs to multiply Ques- 
tions of this Nature. The Flux and Reflux of 
the> Sea continue Aill a Myftery, notwith- 
ftanding the many Hypothefes that the mpft 
ingenious Philofophers have form'd to folve 
them by. How contradidory to common 
Senfe and Reafon does it feem to be, that two 
]L^ines ihould be fo drawn, as ilill to come 
nearer, to one another and yet. never meet^ 
though drawn in Infinitum f And yet this is 
demonftrably true in Mathematicks. May it 
not ^em to ibme an incompreheniible M)^e-> 
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4y, thit Water (hould be turned into Ice, and 
a River congealed into a folid Rocjc ? Or who 
would not think it impoiEble» that tranfpa-- 
rent Glafs (hould be made out of Sand> which 
is a dark or opake Body ; and yet this may be 
fcen done any Day in feveral Parts of the 
Kingdom ? What need I mention infinite Di- 
vifions of Numbers in Decimal Fradions, 
when 'tis acknowledged, that there is no 
Number a<5tually infinite ; or the Myileries of 
the Loadftone and the Needle, which no Man 
can any more give a iatisfadtory and certain 
Account of; than be can find out the Philo* 
pher's Stone ? There are hone of our Sceptical 
Gentlemen in Religion, but who bdief e, that 
either the Earth or the Sun moves ; and yet I 
defire any of them, who difbelieve a Trinity 
of Perfons in the Unity of the Godhead, be-- 
caoic they cannot ioomprefaend how the three 
Per&ns ihould be ifo united as to be Imt oiotc 
God, to let me know what Compr^heniion 
they have of the Motion of the £%rth ; how 
it can be fuppofed to move fifteefi Miles in a 
Minute, a Qg|irter of a Mile or two Furlongs 
in a Second, and above fcvtn Y^ds in a 
Thirdj.and yet they fc^n all tlje w;hile to 
Bisuad. flill, and are inienfible of It, and ac-- 
knowledge fta 'Motion can be 'm an InAant. 

H I leave 
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I leave it to themfelves to calculate, as weU 
as they can, the prodigious long Race of the 
Sun through the ipacious Firmament, if it be 
fuppofed to move ; and if they want any Af- 
fiftance or Diredtion, I recommend to them 
the Perufjd of the Chapter of the Libertines 
in Monfieur De la Bruyeres Characters of the 
Manners of the Age/ Seeing then. Sir, many 
Things are admitted in Nature and Art, at* 
tended with fome Difficulties that th^ Reafbn 
of Man cannot furmount, or wherein are fome 
Knots too hard for our underflanding to unr 
tie r Why may not Religion claim the fame 
t^rivilege that Philofbphy does; and the Book 
of God claim the fame Allowances that . arc 
made to the Book of Nature? The next 
Time, Sir, you arc in thofe Gentlemen's 
Company, who, you= tdd me, made fuch Obr 
jedions to my Letter, advife them to .fubmit 
their Reafon to Faith, and believe what, is re- 
veaFd concerning the Trinity, without en- 
quiring into the Manner how.it is, The^- 
cret Things belong unto the Lord our God^ but 
thofe Things which are revealed^ belong unto 
us and to our Children for ever^ that . we may 
do all the Words of this Law. Deut. 29. 29. 
t cannot do better than conclude this. Letter 
not only for my own Juftification, but for the 

Satis-' 
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Satisfaftion or Inftru<aion of all fober Men, 
with the Words of Archbiftiop Synge in a 
fmall Tradl called, A plain and eafy Me- 
tbod^ &c* which I would beg leave to recom- 
mend to the.ferious Cohfideration of all Pcr- 
ibns, who have been baptized into the Chrif- 
tian Faidi. 

SeSl. 35. "All, who profels Chriftianity 
*' agree in this, that there is but. one God a- 
^* lone; but the Controverfy concerning a Tri-. 
** nity in the Unity of the Divine Nature has 
*' been no finall Difturbance to the Church. 
** The Doiflrine I take to be very evidently 
^* grounded upon the Holy Scripture, the Au- 
" thority of which is on both Sides allowed ; 
•' for the Father, the Word or Son, and the 
*' Holy Ghoft are there very often fpoken of 
•^ exaiftly in the fame Manner, as we always 
** fpeak of three feveral Perfons ; and of each 
^*'bf thefe Perfons fuch Things arc frequently 
*' faid, as cannot agree to any but God. Where- 
**! as all the Objections, that are made againft 
*^it, are grounded upon this palpable Mif^ 
^^take; that the Objeiflors always underftand 
**&e Words, Perfon, Nature, Subftance, and 
^/ alb the ©tber-TerTOS made ufe of in this 
** Dii^ttte in &e fame Sigriificafion, as we uffe 
^* thofc Words^ wh^ we fj*sik of Men like 
: / H 2 *^ our 
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V our fclves : For Example^ three httman Per- 
•* fonsi fky ifaey^ are three diftuKS: Men ; 
** thercfiiTC^ if they were, really Arec Divine 
<^ Perfons; they muft be diree diftin£t tjods. 
^^ Again^ it is abfufd^ iky they^ tQ imaginei^ 
<^ that Gad^ who. is omnlpre&nt and fiipremet 

V and infinite in Power, can be fcnt by any 
f* one; bat the Father is faid to^ have f^nt the 
f' Son, and. the Father and the Son are iaid to 
**have fent the Holy Qhoft; from wlience 
f^ they would infer, that therefore nei&er the 
f ^ Son nor the Holy Ghoft i$ God, with miich 
f * more to the like Purpofc, that frequentJhp 
•* occurs in the Writings of the Uhitariansi 
f * But -—- : have we not the very fame Argut 
^< ments againft God*s Wiftiom and his Love 

V to Mankind, as the IJmtarians bring ^akift 
•^ the Trinity of Perfons- in the Unity of the 
f* Godhead } And may ^jf$Q not after the iiitne 
f^ Manner ^gue againii: bveiy Attribute an4 
f « AiSkion of God ? whidi for Want of ittpre 
f^ fwoper Words we arc forced to e^rp^i^ 
?*the very fame Terms, tha^^we make ufeef 
Vm ipeaking of whatever a>]frefpp|id$ ^lere^;: 
1^ unto in Map. Hq%: theo d fo^r Vmtas^n^ 
f* i^s ^eil as 9v^ pther Man, fi«A, r |:iduBki; 
f^ ha^ 4^PQ«rfe to th» PiM^ifji^ juft notf Jaid 
If ijoivn, ^S^. 34, {^.ike^fyalat pifferfiae^ 
. ^'' ' ' ' -l\: "' " ffthat 
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^'that dMne is teHfeen liieJloot* S^iiag or 
f* PxiSadphf&om vrbcoct ahy j^roperi^yHaiiitv 
^ Attntmte or A£6iOn proceeds, the iauac ^cfe 
f * mxA : t^ ixstfreeii the Ptppertiei > Habits, 
f^^AtlsriiiuIss or Adions j^etn&ltres^ faoweref, 
"for WwrtjpfiSifiicieot Vtfietjr of Words we 
f ^ ai« tiftea (otfxd to ca^ tfacm by the £kait 
f* Name) aiidiaf, tiist aa the etemdl tnd pef ^ 
•^^feffc Nature o^ God is akcgedier q£ a. jdiffe^ 
C* oeixc 1^4 iinm |he created ^iuidia^ttrfe€t 
f* Nature .of. Man $ lb is dicm fuUy t^e i(mi6 
'* Piffermys. betfRreen the Pj>s|ietties^ Attri^ 
f« but» and A&issa&f thottidft ati, «>r proce^4 
f^ftom thefi: tpp.&Nteisd Natures, -^r* Alv 
f *; tlipMgh . tkaiH^Ci :Q9d ; i> : «fit wife. . w A 
(ff^tiX Ki«i4 pr &)rt <)f Wiftl6m th«t Maa 
f*^, upr lo¥f$ wi|h that JK»ind: or. §firt:<f 
ifji^i*,; iM ^^ d0(i$i . j»t we itnily iaiwi 
P'jfiiroiti^rly %* that. G)^ itin&i ;and.^»t 
^<; hf! '}Qm$ .: .' as>d $rft . denoofk&icfltively prote 
f'^ibi^. tirulka htuaiUe nutvarid'SSk&&.t£ 
^^h<i|ih«.:«]lit0qgh. out Tiredi; :I£iideDfl3mding 
l^icfaiiEiol.lrnne a ^Nbtioftfi npbatthe iXviite 
f* Wifibqni aad J^ve isDteinflllly^ .and.ia tbetil^ 
"^v!w jarejcjuvheaiflii: tUpefemtfTinac we we 
l.*.ft«fibteil^ affeita^y the Beiiefit.aod Com*- 
■f£t|>«f'.|?f #)ii|t£^t||:r f hfs I take to he a ra^ 
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^* tiorial and fatisfadory Arifwer, iand fiicfa ai 
•* is to be made ufe of, whenever any Argu- 
fy ments are drawn from the bare Signification 
^ of any Words that are in coinmon applied, 
^ both to God and Man, or any odier Crea- 
♦' ture. Let us theii fee, whether this very 
** Anfwer will not in the fame Manner dea[r 
*^ up all the Difficulties that arife firom fuch 
•* Sort of Obje(9ions as are uiiially made a- 
**gainft the Dodrine of a Trinity of Perfons 
^^in the Unity of. the Godhead. For when 
^* we. fay, that there are three Perfons in the 
/^ Unity of die Divine Nature, we do ridt 
^^ mean ilich Kind of Perfons as three Men 
^•'are, any more than by Wifdom, Love, or 
** any of die Attributes or Adtions of God, we 
*' mean the fame Sort of Qudificatiohs or Ac- 
•> tions, as we -do when we apply the fame 
^' Words to Man* But our Meaning (as^ well 
^^ as in ib fublime a Dodrine I am able td 
**exprefs it) is, that in the Divine Nature, 
** which is but one, (ahd» that nimierically as 
^' the Schools fpeak) there is a threefold Dif-* 
^^ tindion internally, and, as it is in itfelf, al* 
together incomprehenfible to us; but out- 
wardly in the Holy Scriptortte r^rdbited 
^' to us under the peribnaf Names of > the Fa- 

"ther, the Word or Son, and the Holy 

« Ghoft 
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f * Ghoft or Spirit j to each of whom we thert 
.^^find diftindi: perfonal Actions afcribed, and 
"pcrfpnal Expreflioas always accomodated. 
" Although therefore, it is beyond the Power 
/• of Hun^an Underftanding.to conceive this 
" Myftery as, it is in itfelf ^ yet by Faith we 
*^ believe it to be as God has reprefcnted it 
." unto us ; and this Reprefentation we take to 
*' be afuflpicijBUt Foundation . for all fuch Du- 
/< ties ^ as . are : confequent : upon or arife from 
^* the Dodkrinc. And heeauie it is impoffible 
J^ to exprefe our Meaning without the Ufeof 
:" Words, nor will any Language furnifh us 
*^ with other Words to exprefs the Things of 
**. God, .but. fuch as are ufcd to fignify what 
** we apprehend to have the neareft Correfpon- 
^^dence thereto in Man; for this Reafoa we 
** are forced to make Ufe of the Words Per-^ 
^^Jbnsy Sui/lance, &c. not that they do denote 
^^ unto us the Things as they are in them* 
^ felves, for in that Relped we exprefly own 
f* them to be incompreheniible ; but only as 
^^ they, are analogically, and according to our 
/* Capacity, reprefented to us by God in his 
** Holy Word, . as a Foundation for feveral 
" Chriftian Duties. And when the Son or the 
** Holy Ghoft are faid to htfent (which was 
^^ the other Objedion, mentioned) hy fending 

"it 
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*^ it is not intiuidsd^ thatUDirf^Ar w^# gii)eti 
^^ tbem to g0 fnm 9he ^hce to Mictbir in th6 
f< Manner as one Man does to tik)ttiw^ wljen 
^« he is^ iaid to findkim^ but XJ^fini^ as it 
^^ it ^tts applitd to the Fatlier or Son, iigiii- 
^'fickan A£b.i^ li^^^indeed to its indom-- 
^^ prehenfib|e i 1mi^ as near^ as may be ih 
^^God, correfpotiding td^i^ Adtion oi find^ 
^mgm Manit and wfekhr -for Want of a 
f^ more proper Word, we are forced to ex* 
«^ prefs by the iame Name^ This i take to 
f'lbe a rational.Anfwer to thoie two Obfec- 
«*^ tions of the JJniUirians^ which L haw abote 
^* prqpofed^ and; fitffident to iatisfy every Matf, 
*< who is content with St« Pmilf as long as he 
^f is in this Life,, to know the Things of God 
«* in Part, fip^r. Nor is there any othfcr Dif*- 
trficulty in. the Holy Trinity, as it is ex^ 
t* prefied either in. the Holy Scripture^ ot in 
M the Oeeds a!|id Lftnrgy of ouf Church, bat 
f f what in the lame Manner may be fairly ac- 
*' counted for &eii. 36. I take this Way of 
f f accounting for the Attributes, Actions and 
^fPcnfons of the .Godhead to be not only in 
V itfdtf very iatisfadcxy ; but alfi:),. if rightly 
^< underftood, of great Importance towards 
*^ putting an End .to all thoie Difputes that 
^< have arifc;n in the World about thefe Mat^ 

** ters i 



Digitized byLjOOQlC 



[6s] 

<* tef s i aad if Tthe Rcftdir is not farisfyM wtth 
** ivhat I have here faid, I dcfire him, before 
f^hepaffes his Cenfure, to have Recourfe to 
<* the School Divines, who have handled this 
<* Subject ; particularly I recoaunend tb him 
** Tbo. Aqtiinas contra Gent, cum Conf. Fran. 
** de Sih. Lib. i. Cap. jt, 33, 34. whefU be will 
•* find thefe three Things exprefly maintain d. 
" Firft, That when we make ufe of the iame 
'* Words in Ipeaking of God, and of any o- 
** ther Thing i fuch Words are not to be un-* 
** derAood unlvocally, or in one and the fame 
'^ Signification, the Nature and Elfience of 
^^ God. not being of the fame Kind or Sort 
** with, that of any other Thing whatfoever* 
^ Secondly, That yet foch Words are not to 
"be underftood to be meerly equivocal, or 
" the fame in Sound only, but without any 
•* Manner of Agreement in their Senfe or Sig-* 
<« nification^ For there may and ought to be 
^* an Agreement, though not an univerfal 
*'one, in the Signification of every Word, 
f^thal is applied to God and any Creature; 
♦* that is to fay, when at any Time we fpeak 
♦* of God in the fame Words ao we do of a 
f * Creature, the Ufe of fuch Words ought not 
<« to be altogether groundlefs and precarious, 
"but founded upon fome juft and fiifficient 

I "Reafon. 
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^ '* Rcafon. Thirdly, Therefore that fuch Words 

' " are always to be und^v^ooA analogically^ that 
** is to fay, with fbme reafonable and well- 
** grounded Refemblancc of Signification in 

^ ** fuch their dijfFferent Application : : For fince 
<* in this Life we have no immediate or fen - 

' *' fible Knowledge of God, but only trace as 
*• much as we can of his Nature and Attri- 
" butes from thofe EfFe<fts, which immediate- 

^ ** ly incur into our Senfes and Underftanding, 
<< and of which we can demonftrate him to be 
«' the Caufe ; either we muft have no Con- 
^' ception at all of fuch his Nature and Attri- 
<* butes, or elfe we muft conceive them, as well 
"as we can (and in fuch a Manner, as may 

* "be a fufficient Foundation for our Duty) 

"from fome faiht and dark Refeniblance, 

<« which we apprehend to be between them 

*« and thofe of fome of his Creatures. Or if 

" the Reader is not willing to trouble him- 

" felf with the difficult Terms of the Schools ; 

" let him read his drace the Lord Archbiihop 

" of Dublin s Sermon, entitled Divine Pre-- 

" dejiination and Foreknowledge conjifient with 

" the Freedom of Mans Willy where he will 

" find this Matter very clearly and fatisfa6to- 

" rily handled." So much I thought proper 

to tranfcribe from the excellent fmall Traft 

above* 
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above-mentioned, becaufe therein this Matter 
is clearly reprefented, and it is entirely agree- 
able to my own Sentiments. I need add no 
more (having already, I am afraid, too much 
trefpafTed upon your Patience) but that I am 
with the greatcft Refped, 



Sir, 
Tour mojl obliged bumble Servant ^ &c. 



FINIS. 
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